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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Having completed the first summer of this position, I am very happy to have been given the opportunity to
work at Bosco and with so many wonderful people in such a beautiful location. From the Board members, the
staff and the various volunteers, all the way to the campers that attended this summer, I thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and look forward to the upcoming year.
I would like to say hello to the campers that I was able to meet and hope that you had a great camping
experience. To the parents I was able to meet and those that I missed I say hello and would ask that the camp
evaluation forms be filled out and sent in so that we have a better understanding of our strengths, weaknesses
and what direction we should be going to better the camp. It is through the input of the campers and their
parents that we find out how we really did this summer and I welcome any and all feedback, both positive and
negative.
As the manager this year I can say that St. John Bosco Wilderness Camp is truly the premier wilderness camp in
this province. It is not just the facility or the programs offered, but the camping experience that the campers
get, and it is only through the awesome staff that we had this year that the camp is what it is. I wish to thank all
the staff that made the camp awesome this year and hope to see many of them back again next summer.
Once again I want to thank you for entrusting St. John Bosco Wilderness Camp in making your child’s camping
experience the best that we can and we look forward to seeing them again next summer.
Bernie Vossen
Camp Manager
Friday, November 21, 2014 at 7:00 PM
Lower Level, St. Joseph’s Parish Hall
(Corner of 8th Street & Broadway Ave, Saskatoon)

Please contact the camp office if you wish to be placed on the agenda.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As the sun sets on another year at St. John Bosco Wilderness Camp, I am pleased to report that we were successful. We were
successful in our commitment to providing an enjoyable wilderness experience to the youth that come through our gates. We
were also successful in directing camp into a new era for administration.
May years ago camp employed a full time director administrator. This person handled the operational aspects of camp. When
times were lean for Bosco, the Board of Directors assumed many of the operational tasks. While this was a necessity at the
time, the time had come again to bring back the position of Camp Manager.
For this task we are very lucky to have acquired Bernie Vossen. Bernie has come to camp with an abundance of skills. His
previous employment as a police officer and general aptitude to fix ANYTHING has made him a real asset to camp. Bernie also
brings with him a desire to work with youth and a love for the outdoors. We feel that there is no one better suited for the job.
With Bernie came his lovely wife Maureen. We originally hoped Maureen would find camp a beautiful place to spend her
summer away from teaching. We soon learned she could not sit still and needed a project. She quickly became the camp
favorite as she volunteered her time baking every day for the bedtime snacks. She was a hit with staff and campers alike.
Bernie’s role this summer was to assume the administration duties, and previous Camp Director duties of hiring and staff
management. He with Carlin Pruen ran a well-oiled machine. Camp finances, camper and staff satisfaction, and Board
involvement have all improved.
In the winter months, Bernie will be working on Public relations, general office duties and getting the word of Bosco out there,
reminding Saskatchewan that we are still here after 56 years of providing a premier camping experience with a unique program
that challenges our youth. We look forward to having Bernie and Maureen part of the Bosco family for many years.
Cheryl Kirzinger
President, SJBWC Board of Directors
VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
They say it takes a village to raise a child, so you can imagine the size of the village that it takes to ensure that the hundreds of
children who come to camp have amazing experiences year after year. I want to take a few minutes of your time to tell you
about the village that we at SJBWC have assembled to bring the Bosco Spirit to life.
First and foremost are our counselling and resource staff. These are the young men and women who care for the campers
around the clock while they are at camp. They do whatever it takes, if that means carrying the backpacks of an entire group
when the campers get tired, or standing up in front of the entire camp to sing a silly song when it is raining. Two years ago we
started a tradition of giving a canoe paddle to staff who had worked as counsellors for five years, and our loyal staff have already
claimed seven paddles. If Josh keeps working as hard as he does we will have to find an even nicer gift for tenth year staff
members.
At the camp, supporting the counsellors are the Admin: Bernie, our Camp Manager and Carlin, our Camp Director. These two
are there to help all of the camp staff perform to their very best with their coordination and sage advice. When camp staff run
into a problem that they cannot deal with on their own, they know that they have two top notch leaders that they can turn to
for help. Bernie and Carlin deal with the demands of staff and Board members alike, and still find time to keep up with the
paperwork.
Behind these staff members who live at camp for the summer are an army of volunteers, donors, and granting agencies. Many of
you already know that the camper fees only pay for a portion of the cost of running the camp. The rest of the funds are made
up by grants (granting agencies are mentioned in the thank you of this newsletter), donations, and fundraising (bingos, BBQ’s and
the Fall Fling). Without the generosity of the groups and individuals who donate their time and resources, we would not be
able to provide financial assistance to campers, purchase building materials for new buildings like the shower, and put up these
buildings.
Coordinating all of these passionate people is the Board of Directors. We are also a group of volunteers who care deeply
about the camp and all that it stands for. Small in number but mighty, we plan fundraisers, apply for grants, build new buildings
and so much more.
And you. If you have read this far into the article, you clearly care about the camp and I would like to see more of you. I know
that you have something to offer, be it as a staff member, a volunteer at a fundraiser, one of our generous donors or even a
member of the Board of Directors. If you could imagine yourself helping SJBWC sometime in the future, send me an email
today at m.plemel@gmail.com.
I hope to hear from you soon.
Martin Plemel
Vice President, SJBWC Board of Directors

YO U AR E I N V I T ED !
Please join us for the 2014 Bosco Fall Fling!
It's time to celebrate the end of another amazing camping season! Please join us for the 3rd annual Fall
Fling! Supper, drinks, door prizes, 50/50, raffles, silent auction, photobooth, open mic entertainment
and all your favorite Bosco friends! Come out and support the best summer camp around! Tickets
available to purchase online at the link below or contact a Board member or the office for more info.
Saturday, October 4th, 2014
Cocktails 5:30 pm, supper 6:30 pm
St. Joseph's Parish Hall
1006 Broadway Ave, Saskatoon
$20 for adults, $15 for age 15 and under
Your choice of BBQ pulled pork, BBQ chicken or vegetarian lasagna entree
To purchase tickets, click here to pay online or contact the office at 1-844-SJBOSCO

2014 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
We were so excited to welcome back familiar friends and new faces as we opened our gates for the 2014 school programs
in June. 204 students came from four schools in Saskatoon and one from the Thunderchild Cree Nation to experience the
Bosco wilderness during our spring programming. We had students from École St. Matthew, St. Peter, Father Robinson and
Sister O’Brien join us for 2.5 days, while students from Piyesiw Awasis School spent five days with us! We are already booking groups for 2015 on a first-come, first-served basis. We look forward to seeing everyone again and to welcoming new
organizations to join the fun!
The summer saw 210 campers join us for our July and August sessions (81 first camp, 64 second camp, 65 third camp). We
welcomed 30 Junior campers, 82 Intermediate campers, 89 Senior campers (46 Wilderness Skills, 20 WOTS, 23 COTS) and
9 ALE campers.
This year we graciously received camper sponsorship funding from the Dakota Dunes Community Development Corporation, which allowed us to cover the camper fees and transportation for 5 campers. We also received an additional $5000
from the DDCDC to help us offset our food budget, which is one of our key expenditures. Five additional campers were
sponsored through private donations of cash and Bosco Bucks. Campers were chosen based on financial need, availability of
funding and program space. To all of our donors and sponsors: words cannot express our gratitude towards your generosity.
Thanks to you, these children had an experience of a lifetime, one they may not have received otherwise.
Planning is now underway for the 2014 camping season! Stay tuned to www.johnboscocamp.com or our Facebook page
(search “St. John Bosco Wilderness Camp”) for 2014 camping dates, program updates, and other news!

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
As in years previous, our Building and Facilities committee has been hard at work. Some of the projects we have been working on this year include installing new windows in the Chapel, rebuilding Hebertism, and placing new screen doors on the
Kitchen. We have also managed to complete most of the chinking on Mike’s Cabin as well as add a stairway off the
deck. Along with new screen doors, the Admin building has also received a beautiful new deck.
The main focus for us this year has been the Shower Building. Over the summer, we were successful in getting the foundation completed, erecting the exterior walls and tinning the roof. Thanks to many hands joining us for a work bee in September, we completely closed in the building and it will be operational in 2015! We were blessed to receive a generous donation
of $5000 from Our Lady of the Prairies Foundation to help cover some of the costs of the electrical for this building.
We’d also like to thank the Lorne and Evelyn Johnson Foundation for their ongoing support. This year we were granted
$1600 to help us upgrade some fire safety gear and kitchen equipment.
We welcome and greatly appreciate all donations of time, labor, expertise and materials in supporting our building and
maintenance projects. For more information, contact Robert Newton at: 306-426-2033

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES
We are looking for volunteers to assist us with our winter fundraising endeavors. We have some bingos lined up for October
18th, November 15th, December 13th, January 17th and February 21st.
The money earned at these fundraisers goes towards keeping your camper fees low, but to do this, we need your help If you
can come out to any of our fundraisers and lend a hand for a few hours, there are some Bosco Bucks in it for you! Please
contact lynn@johnboscocamp.com for more information.

THANK YOU TO OUR STAFF!
The Board would like to extend a huge thank you to the
staff of 2014. This year we welcomed many new staff to our
energetic crew, as we bid farewell and good luck to senior
staff moving on to their next phase in life. These newcomers
showed true Bosco spirit like they had spent years there.
Thank you also to the staff that were unable to spend the
entire camping season with us, but were able to give us a
little of their summer. It is greatly appreciated. It is this
type of energy that is the life blood of camp and keeps our
campers coming back.
Thank you, everyone, for helping us to make a
difference in the lives of the youth that come through
the gates of St. John Bosco Camp!

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES
So you forked out $10 for a membership to the St. John
Bosco Camp Association when you registered your children.
Now what? Well, membership gets you more than just a
charitable donation tax receipt. You also receive:
 Voting privileges at the Annual General Meeting,
held every November
 A say in the growth of camp
 Semi-annual subscription to our newsletter “The
Bosco Wilderness”
 An invitation to register campers early and receive
special Alumni Registration discounts
 Notification of fundraising events, work bees, and
other events
 A chance to join the Board of Directors
 The opportunity to promote Christian Wilderness
camping in Northern Saskatchewan
Anyone can become a member. We have three types of
memberships: Catholic Organizations (voting privileges equal
to three votes) are $100, Organization or Commercial
memberships (associate member – no vote) are $25, and
Individual/Family memberships (one vote) are $10.

THANK YOU

JOIN US ONLINE!
Search for “St. John Bosco Wilderness Camp”

CONTACT ST. JOHN BOSCO CAMP
Box 3002, Saskatoon, SK S7K 3S9
Ph: 1-844-SJBOSCO
Email: info@johnboscocamp.com
Web: www.johnboscocamp.com

We are blessed with a long list of generous people and
organizations to thank. So many, in fact, that we’ve had to
move the list to our website! Visit us at
www.johnboscocamp.com and click on the “Thank You!”
button.
We are a non-profit corporation and a registered charity.
Camper fees do not come close to covering the cost of
operating camp. Therefore we rely on volunteer labour,
grants and donations to help us offer our unique wilderness
experience at a reasonable cost. St. John Bosco Camp would
not be the camp that it is without the grants and
sponsorships that we receive from our sponsors, or the time
and effort of our tireless volunteers. If you are interested in
making a monetary donation or volunteering in any way to
help at camp or with other activities throughout the year
please contact us.

